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l. Session Overview

The 2026 Legislative Session has come to an end. The completion of the adoption of the FY 2026-27 budget on May
27, 2026 — the latest since 2010 — left one week in the legislative calendar to address hundreds of bills with
advocates, lobbyists, and groups running up against the clock. The Senate concluded its work just after 1 a.m. on
Friday, June 5, 2026, while the Assembly followed just after 8 pm on the same day. This report provides a summary
of bills related to mental health/substance use disorders, Medicaid/health, child welfare and human
services, criminal justice/public safety, veterans and first responders, school communities, and artificial
intelligence given the implications for mental health. This year, the Legislature passed 759 bills in both houses
(for historical reference, see more statistics at the end of this report).
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Il. Status of MHANYS Priority Legislation

The FY 2026-27 enacted state budget contained a number of important provisions to strengthen community mental
health and mental health literacy that MHANYS prioritized. This includes the 2.7% Targeted Inflationary Increase
(Th) for the behavioral health and human services workforce, $17.5 million for the expansion of Teen Mental Health
First Aid to 10™ grade high school students, increased funding for MHANYS School Mental Health Resource and
Training Center, and S1 million to establish the First Responder Behavioral Health Center of Excellence.

Simultaneously, MHANYS advocated for important legislation related to supporting the mental health of first
responders, mental health literacy, and a number bills to strengthen New York’s parity and insurance laws. MHANYS
is pleased to report support for these bills continues to grow providing momentum heading into the next session.

e S5407-A (Harckham)/A7285-A (Burdick) — First Responder Peer Support Program Act — The legislation would
establish a statewide grant program administered by the New York State Office of Mental Health to fund peer-
to-peer programs for first responders with standardized trainings and confidentiality protections in every
county in New York State. STATUS: The Senate bill unanimously passed the Senate. The Assembly bill
advanced from the Assembly Mental Health Committee to the Assembly Ways & Means Committee, where
it remained as the session came to a close. MHANYS will continue its advocacy on this important legislation
in 2027.

e 53627-A (Fernandez)/A3041-A (Kelles) — Teacher Mental Health Training —The legislation would require
teachers and administrators to complete mental health response training based on a training outline
developed by State the Education Department in consultation with the Office of Mental Health. The training
would provide instruction in the following: signs and symptoms of mental health conditions or crises,
appropriate response to mental health crisis, identifying and sharing information with students and individuals
in the student’s support system about services and resources available. STATUS: The bills, which remained in
the Senate and Assembly Education Committees, gained additional co-sponsors in the Senate and Assembly
this session providing momentum heading into the 2027 Legislative Session.

e 51008 (Brouk)/A10755 (Kelles) — College Mental Health — This legislation would require faculty, administrators
and other student-facing staff to receive mental health training and require colleges to review their mental
health policies and procedures for consistency with physical health policies regarding events such as medical
leaves of absence and return to campus. STATUS: The bill remained in the Senate Higher Education
Committee. In the Assembly, we secured Asm. Kelles’ sponsorship of the bill, which was referred to the
Assembly Higher Education Committee, where it remained as session came to a close.

e S8426-A (Brouk)/A8839 (Simon) — Protect Mental Health Act (Parity) — The legislation would codify the
provisions of the final 2024 federal parity compliance regulations (Requirements Related to the Mental Health
Parity and Addiction Equity Act, 89 FR 77586) that were paused by the current federal administration. As a
result of the litigation, the federal agencies overseeing parity compliance and enforcement have agreed to
publish new regulations by the end of the calendar year. The additional protections under the 2024
regulations, that are proposed to be codified into New York State law under this legislation would require
meaningful coverage for mental health and substance use disorders, additional data reporting and testing to
ensure equitable treatment, prohibit use of outdated data or evidence to deny care, and ban insurers from
using biased sources and data to deny care. STATUS: MHANYS, Inseparable, and members of the Timothy’s
Law Campaign held a press conference on May 26, 202,6 to galvanize support and made a major end of
session push leading to the legislation passing the Senate. The Assembly bill remained in the Assembly
Insurance Committee as session came to a close. MHANYS will continue its advocacy post-session to urge
this legislation be taken up as soon as possible upon the Legislature’s return.
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lIl. Bills Passed Both Houses

A. Mental Health

A38 (Burdick)/S4593 (Fahy) — Neurodiversity Training Pledge — The legislation directs the New York State
Department of Labor to establish a voluntary training program and certification for employers entitled the
Neurodiversity Training Pledge with the goal of supporting an “inclusive workplace and the advantages of a
neurodiverse workforce.” In the development of the training and certification program, the Department of Labor is
to consult with the Office of Employee Relations, the Office for People with Developmental Disabilities, the Office
of Mental Health, the Justice Center for the Protection of People with Special Needs, the Council on Developmental
Disabilities, Adult Career and Continuing Education Services-Vocational Rehabilitation (ACCESS-VR), the Office of
the Chief Disability Officer, and any other relevant groups as deemed necessary. The key topics to be addressed in
the training includes: education and instruction on workplace sensitivity regarding neurological conditions such as
autism and ADHD, strategies for creating an inclusive and supportive interview process, recommendations on
workplace inclusion and accessibility, and providing reasonable accommodations. STATUS: The bill (A38) passed
both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

A65-B (Hevesi)/S9498 (Mayer) — Supervised Visitation — The bill amends the Social Services Law to require the New
York State Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS), in consultation with the New York State Office for the
Prevention of Domestic Violence, to administer supervised visitation throughout the state. The legislation would
also require counties to submit annual reports to OCFS, including the number of children to be served. The Office
of Victim Services is required to promulgate regulations and submit an annual report including data covering
programs in each county and recommendations for enhancing the supervised visitation program. Currently, 20
counties in New York State lack supervised visitation services, according to the sponsor’'s memorandum
accompanying the legislation. STATUS: The bill (A65-B) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the
Governor.

A329-C (Jackson)/S3051-B (Harckham) — Integrated Licensure — The purpose of the bill is to reduce administrative
burdens and conflicts between current regulatory standards of these agencies, in order to provide seamless, fully
integrated care for the benefit of persons with co-occurring mental health and substance use disorder disabilities.
This bill will authorize the Office of Mental Health and Office of Addiction Services and Supports to issue joint
licenses and oversee the regulation of integrated behavioral health services in single locations. The agencies will
be authorized to issue one combined license for each program location, and a unified set of regulations, standards,
and requirements for the development, construction, operation, and oversight of integrated behavioral health
services. Importantly, necessary physical health services could also be provided under this integrated license and
the volume of such primary care services provided in these programs will not be limited by other provisions of law,
nor are such programs required to receive a separate license from the New York State Department of
Health. Services could also be provided to children and youth, regardless of their primary diagnosis, however, the
scope of services could be restricted under applicable regulations. The agencies’ integrated regulations must
address the following issues: scope of integrated behavioral health services, the joint application and review
process, integrated treatment records (that comply with state and federal confidentiality requirements), staffing,
standards, and qualifications of staff, development of billing and reimbursement rates (cannot be less than current,
ambulatory reimbursement rates for similar outpatient services, i.e., “government rates”), physical plant standards,
standards for incident reports and remediation, patient protections and patient rights, as well as related reporting
requirements, consent to treatment requirements, confidentiality requirements, incident notification to parents or
guardians, corporate structure and governance, suspension, revocation or limitation of licenses, and utilization
review. These programs will also be subject to the jurisdiction and oversight of the Justice Center for the Protection
of People with Special Needs. This new law will become effective on the date that rates of reimbursement for
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comprehensive, integrated services are approved and certified by OMH and OASAS. STATUS: The bill passed the
Senate and Assembly unanimously and was signed into law by Governor Hochul on June 5, 2026, as Chapter 60
of the Laws of 2026.

A688 (Buttenschon)/S4675 (Jackson) — Emergency Situations/Training — The legislation requires the Office of Fire
Prevention and Control to provide additional training to firefighters, volunteer and paid, on handling emergency
situations involving individuals with physical and/or developmental disabilities. The Office of Fire Prevention and
Control is to coordinate with the New York State Office for People with Developmental Disabilities and the Chief
Disability Officer and promulgate necessary rules and regulations. STATUS: The bill (A688) passed both houses and
is pending delivery to the Governor.

A1130-A (Santabarbara)/S 7794 (Fahy) — Statewide Group Home Families Working Group —The legislation provides
for the establishment of the Statewide Group Home Families Working Group within the Office for People with
Developmental Disabilities, which would hold meetings to solicit feedback on the operation of group homes from
residents of group homes and their families and guardians, including but not limited to comments regarding care
and financial matters, to improve communication between the state and group home residents and their families
and guardians. The work group would consist of 11-members with appointments by the Governor and Legislative
leaders and include persons with developmental disabilities residing in group homes or family members or
guardians. STATUS: The bill (A1130-A) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

A3733-A (Bronson)/S4713-A (Fahy) — Confidentiality of Clinical Records — The legislation amends section 33.13 of
the Mental Hygiene Law by stating that records and information relating to a person who has been deceased for
fifty years or more shall be considered historic records and shall no longer be considered confidential or subject to
privacy protections. STATUS: The bill (A3733-A) passed both houses and is pending delivery to Governor.

A9600-A (Rajkumar)/S9063-A (Addabbo) — Eating Disorders — The legislation amends the Mental Hygiene Law to
codify avoidant/restrictive food intake disorder in the statutory definition of eating disorder as identified in the
most current edition of the International Classification of Disease or Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders. STATUS: The bill (A9600-A) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

S3610-A (Hunter)/A8434 (Kelles) — Rural Suicide Prevention Council — The bill amends the Mental Hygiene Law to
establish the Rural Suicide Prevention Council. The Council includes the Commissioner of Mental Health, the
Commissioner of Health, and the Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets, or their designees, along with 12
members appointed by Governor and Legislative leaders. The Council shall identify barriers related to treatment as
well as causes and conditions related to suicide or suicide attempts in rural areas, identifying vulnerable
populations, identifying policies, practices, resources, and services and potential legislation to reduce suicides or
suicide attempts recognizing the demographic and cultural differences in rural communities. The Council shall
provide to the Governor and Legislature a preliminary report of its findings and recommendations within nine
months after enactment and a final report within 18 months. STATUS: The bill (S53610-A) passed both houses and
is pending delivery to Governor.

B. Medicaid/Health Insurance Bills

A2538-A (Davila)/S7754-A (Persaud) — SNAP — Provides that applicants or recipients for Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits shall not be subjected to finger imaging. STATUS: The bill (A2538-A) passed
both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

S8750 (Persaud)/A10143 (Davila) — Fiscal Cliff Taskforce — The bill would establish a 20-member Fiscal Cliff Taskforce
to conduct a study on the fiscal cliffs in the state. (A “fiscal cliff” is a sudden decrease in public benefits that can
occur with a small increase in earnings.) The Taskforce shall study various public assistance programs, tax credits
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and other programs or services provided by the state which are tied to income. The Taskforce shall also recommend
ways to reduce and/or eliminate such fiscal cliffs. The preliminary report would be due on January 1, 2027, followed
by the final report on September 1, 2028. STATUS: The bill (S8750) passed both houses and is pending delivery to
the Governor. (NOTE- This bill was vetoed in 2024 and 2025 by Governor Hochul).

C. Child Welfare & Human Services

A7603-B (Hevesi)/S7978-A (Brouk) — Council on Children and Families —This legislation would enhance the statutory
authority of the Council on Children and Families (CCF) in several critical ways including the strengthening of the
interagency dispute resolution unit (which may include directing member agencies to waive applicable regulations
to resolve disputes), improving data collection, and providing for the establishment of an online data portal to track
boarding, wait times, capacity, and service gaps. STATUS: The bill (A7603-B) passed both houses and is pending
delivery to the Governor.

A2425-A (Paulin)/S5737-A (Scarcella-Spanton) — Adoption — The bill amends the Social Services Law to extend the
period in which payments to a birthmother shall be made by an adoptive family for expenses related to the carrying
of the child. This includes housing, maternity clothes, clothing for the child, and transportation for a period of 180
days prior to birth (compared to 60 days) and 45 days after birth or 45 days after parental consent to adoption
(compared to 30 days). STATUS: The Senate and Assembly unanimously passed this legislation, which was signed
into law by Governor Hochul on June 5, 2026, as Chapter 120 of the Laws of 2026 and becomes effective 30 days
after having been enacted.

A2726-A (Paulin)/S9237 (Rivera) — Article 29-I facilities — This bill expands the authority of so-called “Article 29-|
facilities” to provide services to the family members of children and youth in foster care and other families receiving
child welfare services from the Voluntary Foster Care Agency (VFCAs). Under Article 29-I of the Public Health Law,
VFCAs are required to be licensed by the Department of Health to provide limited health-related services including
nursing and behavioral health services. The accompanying sponsor’s memo for the legislation elaborates on the
need for this legislation stating, “Expansion of VFCA authority to provide Article 29-1 Limited Health Related Services,
as appropriate and available, will: help maintain existing family supports by: addressing family members' conditions
that may be affecting the safety and well-being of those in the home; reducing out-of-home lengths of stay; and
strengthen the overall wellness of the family unit through coordination of services.” STATUS: The bill (A2726-A)
passed both houses and is pending deliver to the Governor.

S6273-A (Bailey)/A3595-A (Bichotte-Hermlyn) — Children Caregivers — The legislation directs the Commissioner of
Education to conduct a study on the number of children who are caregivers and how being a caregiver impacts
their education, and to give recommendations on how to reduce negative educational impacts of being a caregiver
child. The Commissioner of Education would be required to submit a report with findings, conclusions, and
recommendations to the Governor and Legislative leaders one year after enactment. STATUS: The bill (56273-A)
passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

D. Criminal Justice/Public Safety

A1962-B (Anderson)/S9629 (Bottcher) — Firearm Safe Storage — Known as Francesco’s Law, this legislation requires
the owners of a firearm, shotgun, or rifle to securely store them when not in immediate possession or control in an
appropriate safe storage depository or rendered incapable of being fired by use of a gun locking device appropriate
to that weapon. In addition, the legislation extends these child access prevention measures to apply to all minors
under 18, regardless of whether they reside in the home. The bill mandates that any person found in violation of
these provisions must receive educational materials prepared by the Office of Gun Violence Prevention regarding
the secure storage of firearms. STATUS: The bill (A1962-B) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the
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Governor.

A4603-A (Weprin)/S5037-A (Sepulveda) — Visiting Policies in Correctional Facilities — The legislation amends the
Correction Law to require state and local correction facilities to establish visiting policies for the incarcerated to give
them opportunities for in-person contact with relatives, children, friends, clergy, volunteers and other persons “to
promote individual transformation, better institutional adjustment, and better community adjustment upon
release.” The visitation program policies must include visiting hours that accommodate persons traveling from
within the New York State and evening hours that start at 6 p.m. and weekend hours, visits of sufficient duration,
and policies for overcrowding. Video conferencing is authorized to supplement but not take the place of in-person
visits. STATUS: The bill (A4603-A) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

A4871 (Dilan)/S3778 (Comrie) — Drug Treatment Courts — The legislation requires the Chief Administrator of the
Courts to report annually to the Legislature and the Governor about the function and effectiveness of the Drug
Treatment Court Programs during the preceding year. The report would provide an accounting of funds used in
support of the Drug Treatment Court Program, staffing levels, and levels of participation of community service
providers. STATUS: The bill (A4871) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

S614-B (Rivera)/A269-A (Paulin) — Medicaid Eligibility Before Release — The legislation amends the State Correction
Law to require the Department of Corrections and Community Supervision (DOCCS) to enroll eligible incarcerated
individuals in Medicaid before release. If an individual is ineligible for Medicaid, DOCCS must help them apply for
other health insurance programs. The enrollment documents must be kept on file, including the identification card,
and given to the individual upon release. The legislation codifies the same requirements in the Correction Law for
local jails. The legislation would require the DOCCS Commissioner, in consultation with the Commissioner of the
Department of Health, to study and annually report on the enrollment in Medicaid of persons in the custody of
DOCCS or local jails. STATUS: The bill (S614-B) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

$1004-B (Brouk)/A5567-B (Simon) — Restoration Services for Criminal Court Defendants — The legislation amends
Article 730 of the Criminal Procedure Law to limit the use of restoration services for criminal court defendants who
lack capacity and are deemed to be unable to understand the charges against them or participate in their own
defense. This bill limits restoration services to those defendants for whom there is a “reasonable expectation that
restoration services could have a substantial probability of restoring the defendant to competence within a
reasonable period of time” and who are likely to benefit from those services. The bill would also amend the law to
comply with the provisions of the U.S. Supreme Court case of Jackson v. Indiana and the NY Supreme Court case of
Ritter v. Surles. STATUS: The bill (S1004-B) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

$10309 (Brouk)/11024 (Simon) — Statewide Competency Restoration Work Group — The legislation amends the
Mental Hygiene Law to require the Commissioners of the Office of Mental Health and Office for People with
Developmental Disabilities to convene the Statewide Competency Restoration Work Group. The work group would
consist of 19 members of the Commissioners of the Office of Mental Health and Office for People with
Developmental Disabilities, Chief Administrative Judge of the Courts, Chair of the New York State Conference of
Local Mental Hygiene Directors, Executive Director of the New York State Association of Counties, President of the
District Attorneys Association, Executive Director of the New York State Defenders Association, President of the
New York State Sheriffs Association, representative from New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation,
representative from Mental Hygiene Legal Services, and three additional members appointed by the Governor, and
six members appointed Legislative leaders. The workgroup shall produce a report to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of the competency restoration process including recommendations on how to: (a) reduce the number
of defendants in restoration services and their length of stay; (b) lower the recidivism rate for individuals discharged
from restoration services; (c) evaluate the effectiveness of competency curriculums and restoration programs; (d)
recommend reforms to improve efficiency and effectiveness; (e) expand treatment options such as outpatient and
community-based programs or tailored curriculums; (f) assess trends in the number of defendants ordered into
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restoration and recommend necessary reforms; (g) improve coordination among state and local agencies, law
enforcement, district attorneys, and courts; (h) and review funding models to ensure proper allocation between
county and state. The work group would be required to produce preliminary report by December 1, 2026. STATUS:
The bill (S10309) passed both houses and is pending deliver to the Governor.

E. Veterans & First Responders

A6559-C (Benedetto)/S7708-B (Fernandez) — Veterans’ Bill of Rights — The bill would require the New York State
Department of Veterans’ Services to establish and distribute a Veterans’ Bill of Rights as well as make it available
on its website and to county and city veterans’ service agencies. The Veterans’ Bill of Rights would state that
veterans have a right to apply for veterans’ benefits, to receive assistance from local and state veterans’ service
agencies, receive an explanation of any services and benefits available, to be treated with dignity and respect, and
the right to appeal an adverse determination or denial of application for services. The bill of rights also includes the
right “to receive, upon request, information relating to assistance provided to veterans in the state of New York
including but not limited to: legal services; educational, employment, or housing opportunities; assistance with
discharge upgrades and/or character of service determinations; tax benefits, including real property and personal
taxes; and the veteran’s notation on New York state driver's license or non-driver identification cards.” STATUS:
The bill (A6559-C) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

A6790-A (McMahon)/S6233-A (Martinez) — Personal Income Tax Credit for Firefighters & Ambulance Workers —
The legislation amends the New York Tax State law to increase the volunteer firefighters and ambulance workers'
personal income tax credit from $200 to $800 for eligible individuals and from $400 to $1600 for eligible married
joint filers. STATUS: The bill (A6790-A) passed both houses and is pending delivery to Governor.

A8061 (Bronson)/S9940 (Scarcella-Spanton) — Women Veterans History Trail —The bill would require the New York
State Department of Veterans’ Services to designate and develop a Women Veterans History Trail in consultation
with the Director of the New York State Museum and Veterans Resource Center, the Commissioner of the Office of
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, and the State Historian. The bill directs the trail to include museums,
memorials, battle sites, historic homes, and other items that the Commissioner may approve with an opportunity
for the public and organizations to submit a recommendation for inclusion of the trail. STATUS: The bill (A8061)
passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

A10163 (Lavine)/S9315 (Scarcella-Spanton) — Mandatory Pre-release Briefing for Veterans — The bill amends the
New York State Veterans’ Services Law to require the New York State Department of Veterans' Services (DVS) to
conduct a mandatory pre-release briefing for veterans incarcerated in state correctional institutions that explains
federal and state veterans' benefits and how eligible individuals and their families may access these benefits, and
to direct DVS to consult with the Department of Corrections and Community Supervision (DOCCS) to implement
this program. STATUS: The bill (A10163) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

A10418 (Stern)/S9851 (Scarcella-Spanton) — Veterans’ Services Commission — The bill amends the New York State
Veterans’ Services Law regarding the Veterans’ Services Commission to expand the number of members from
thirteen to fifteen, thirteen of whom shall be veterans. The legislation also codifies factors the Governor should
consider when making appointments to the Commission including individuals having substantial training,
professional experience in health care and mental health care. Further, the legislation stipulates the Commission
shall meet quarterly and expands its powers to make recommendations to the Commissioner to address issues of
concern to veterans and their families and to submit an annual report of its activities to the Governor and
Legislature. STATUS: The bill (A10418) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

S8968-A (Scarcella-Spanton)/A9645-A (Lavine) — Veteran Suicide Mortality Review Board — The legislation amends
the Mental Hygiene Law to establish the Veteran Suicide Mortality Review Board (VSMRB) within the Office of
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Mental Health in consultation with Department of Health and the Department of Veterans’ Services. The purpose
of the Board is to review veteran suicide deaths, identify trends and systemic factors, assess gaps in services and
care, develop evidence-based recommendations for prevention and policy improvement, and promote
collaboration among state, local and federal agencies. The VSMRB would consist of at least thirteen members
appointed by the Governor including Commissioner of Health, Commissioner of Mental Health, State Commissioner
of Veterans’ Services, or their designees, two representatives of county medical examiners or coroners, one
representative of the State Conference of Local Mental Hygiene Directors, and seven other experts. The Board
would be required to meet at least two times per year and submit an annual report to the Governor and Legislative
leaders summarizing the board’s activities including number of suicide cases reviewed, trends in veteran suicides
statewide, systemic gaps or failures, demographic information, eligibility for and/or use of VA health care services,
physical or mental health conditions including service-connected disabilities, and other findings deemed relevant
by the Board while protecting individual privacy. STATUS: The bill (S8968-A) passed both houses and is pending
delivery to the Governor.

F. Health/Workforce

A5894-A (Berger)/S6912-A (Ryan) — Workers’ Compensation Program — This legislation would expand the list of
authorized professionals under the Workers’ Compensation Program who can provide mental health services,
including licensed mental health counselors, marriage and family therapists, and psychoanalysts, who have
obtained the diagnostic privilege. STATUS: The bill (A5894-A) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the
Governor.

A9566-A (Berger)/S9123 (Sutton) — Limited Permits for Social Workers —The bill amends the State Education Law
to extend the duration of limited permits for licensed master social workers (LMSWSs) and licensed clinical social
workers (LCSWs) from twelve months to twenty-four months and to authorize the State Education Department
(SED) to renew such permits for up to two additional one-year periods, at the Department's discretion. STATUS:
The bill (A9566-A) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

S$2393 (Persaud)/A8460 (Cunningham) — Credit Cards/Payment with Hospitals & Providers — The legislation
amends the General Business law to prohibit a hospital or health care provider from keeping a credit card on file
without obtaining written consent in the form of a signature from the patient. The written consent must be provided
in 12-point font or larger at the time of paying for any services with a credit card if the information will be kept on
file and used to pay any balances on the account. STATUS: The bill (52393) passed both houses and is pending
delivery to the Governor.

$9269 (Krueger)/A10357 (Rosenthal) — Health Information Privacy Act — This legislation would create new privacy
rules regarding personal health data and information that are not otherwise protected under state or federal law.
This bill would impose strict confidentiality protections on those entities that receive and transmit such “regulated
health information.” Under the bill, a “regulated entity” means any entity that possesses or controls the
“processing” of “regulated health information” of an individual who: is a New York resident; is physically present in
New York; or is seeking or receiving services in New York. The term “processing” is defined to mean a set of actions
or operations performed on regulated health information, including, a wide range of actions and activities, including
but not limited to, the collection, use, access, sharing, sale, analysis, retention, creation, storage, disclosure, or
modification, etc. of such regulated health information. It would be unlawful for a regulated entity to sell an
individual’s regulated health information to a third-party. It would also be unlawful for a regulated entity to process
such information unless the individual has provided a valid authorization, or the processing is “strictly necessary”
to: implement a service requested by the individual, conduct necessary, internal business operations (excluding
marketing, advertising, etc.), protect against fraudulent or illegal activity, detect or prevent security incidents or
threats, protect “vital interests” of the individual, take actions related to legal claims or defense, or comply with the
regulated entity’s legal obligations.
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With limited exceptions, the regulated entity must receive a valid authorization from the individual in order to
process regulated health information. This new law would be enforced by the state Attorney General, who may
bring an action or special proceeding on behalf of the people of the state to enjoin violations, to obtain restitution,
to obtain civil penalties not to exceed $15,000 per violation, and other relief as the courts may deem proper. If
signed into law, this legislation would take effect six months after enactment. STATUS: The bill (§9269) passed both
houses and is pending delivery to Governor. Note: The Governor vetoed a similar bill last year, but amendments
were made in an attempt to address at least some of the Governor’s concerns.

G. School Communities

A118 (Solages)/S134 (Jackson) — School Not Suspension — This legislation would establish standards for school
discipline policies including: (1) capping the maximum length of suspensions from 180 days (as is currently
permitted) from 180 days to 20 days (unless required under federal law); (2) limiting the suspensions for children
in pre-Kindergarten through third grade; (3) prohibiting the use of suspensions for minor infractions, such as dress
code violations or talking back; (4) strengthening the due process for students to ensure fair suspension hearing
and adult representation; (5) ensuring suspended students can keep up with instruction through detailed plan of
action; and (6) Applying standards to charter schools. STATUS: The bills remained in the Senate and Assembly
Education Committees.

A5079-E (O’Pharrow)/S194-D (Martinez) — School Security Guard Training Enhancement Act — This legislation
would require school security guards to complete an eight hour annual in-service training course specific to a school
setting with a curriculum that covers the role and responsibility of school security guards, security awareness in the
educational environment, youth mediation/conflict resolution, dynamics of student behavior and cultural
awareness, disabilities and special education considerations, restorative practices, crisis prevention, and the
Dignity for All Students Act (DASA). The training shall be designed and enforced by the Department of Labor in
consultation with the State Education Department, the Division of Criminal Justice Services, the Division of
Homeland Security and Emergency Services, State Police and local law enforcement and shall be standardized
statewide. STATUS: The bill (A5079-E) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

$9272-A (Fernandez)/A8814-A (McDonald) — Opioid Antagonists in Schools —The bill would require school districts,
public libraries, boards of cooperative education services, county vocational education and extension boards,
charter schools and non-public elementary and secondary schools to stock opioid antagonists. STATUS: The bill
(59272-A) passed both houses and is pending delivery to Governor.

H. Artificial Intelligence

S9051-B (Gonzalez)/A10379-C (Bores) — Prohibition on Unsafe Al Companion Features for Minors — The bill amends
the General Business Law to establish Article 48: Prohibition on Unsafe Al Companion Features for Minors, which
would prohibit covered Al companion from offering their products to minor users when their chatbots provide
certain unsafe features to chatbot users. Covered Al companion is defined as “a generative artificial intelligence
system with a natural language interface, including via writing or sound, that provides ongoing, adaptive responses
to user inputs. Covered Al companion includes but is not limited to an Al companion.” The legislation authorizes
the New York State Attorney General to promulgate rules and regulations and enforce the law. STATUS: The bill
(S9051-B) passed both houses and is pending delivery to the Governor.

IV. Bills That Did Not Pass Both Houses/Remained in Committee

S8309-A (Brouk)/A8055-A (Simon) — Carve Out — This legislation would return outpatient mental health and
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substance use disorder services to Medicaid Fee-For-Service (FFS) for reimbursement, which were carved into
Medicaid Managed Care in 2015. MHANYS was part of a campaign supporting the passage and enactment of this
legislation led by the New York State Council on Community Behavioral Healthcare along with two dozen other
organizations representing providers, families, and consumers. STATUS: The bills remained in the Senate and
Assembly Health Committees as session came to a close.

S4867-A (Fahy)/A7522-A (Lavine) — Fail-First protocols/Step Therapy — The legislation prohibits the application of
fail-first protocols, step therapy protocols, or prior authorization requirements to coverage for medications used to
treat a serious mental health condition as defined in the legislation. STATUS: The bill passed the Senate by a vote
of 60-1. The Assembly bill remained in the Assembly Insurance Committee as session came to a close.

A6648 (Hunter)/S5241-A (Fernandez) — Mental Health Claims — The bill would establish standards in mental health
care including: (1) establish a standard definition of medical necessity in line with evidence-based practices; (2)
ensure carriers are not denying coverage for doctor-prescribed, medically necessary mental health and substance
use services that are included in patient’s health plan; (3) clarify that if insurers deny care they have determined is
medically unnecessary the criteria they utilize will be transparent and consistent with medical and scientific
evidence; and, (4) place guardrails on an insurer’s ability to claw back previously disbursed payments after-the-fact
from patients or providers for already-approved treatment. STATUS: The bills remained in the Senate and Assembly
Insurance Commiittees.

A8714-A (Steck)/S9927 (Fahy) — Mental Parity Reports/Audits —The legislation would require Department of
Financial Services (DFS) to publish a summary of the Mental Health and Substance Use Parity reports, including
comparison of the data submitted by each insurer, a ranking of insurers, major findings, any corrective actions taken
as a result of these reports, and any fines or penalties levied. In addition, the legislation requires the DFS
Superintendent to audit each report submitted to determine if the insurer is in “full compliance” with the parity
requirements and investigate all credible allegations of improprieties and noncompliance. If the Superintendent
makes a determination that the insurer or health plan has “willfully” violated federal or state parity laws, the
Superintendent must forward its findings to the Office of New York State Attorney General. The Attorney General
shall review the findings provided by the Superintendent and upon agreement, commence legal action to enforce
compliance. STATUS: The bills remained in the Senate and Assembly Insurance Committees.

S4955-B (Harckham)/A1069-B (Paulin) — OMIG Audits — The legislation would reform the OMIG audit process to
provide greater transparency and safeguards for service providers during such audits. STATUS: The bill passed the
Senate. In the Assembly, the bill advanced to the Assembly Ways & Means Committee where it remained as
session came a close.

S3053-A (Harckham/A4821-A (Kay) — Suicide Prevention/Bridge Barriers — This legislation would require the New
York State Bridge Authority to issue a report by July 1, 2027 to the Governor and Legislative leaders on their efforts
and progress to decrease and deter suicide attempts on bridges under its authority. At minimum, the report would
be required to address information including timeline on current projects on each bridge related to the installation
of bridge deterrent fencing, barriers to implementing the recommendations such as capital needs and structural
challenges, and any alternative measures or actions discovered that may further the purpose of decreasing suicide
attempts on New York State Bridge Authority bridges. STATUS: The Assembly unanimously passed the legislation.
The Senate bill remained in the Senate Transportation Committee at the close of session.

S9745 (Brouk)/A4108 (Cunningham) — 988 Funding —The legislation would establish a monthly 988 telecom fee
capped at 35 cents (a maximum of $4.20 per year) on phone bills and a 988 suicide prevention and behavioral health
crisis hotline trust fund where said revenue would be deposited. STATUS: The bills remained in the Senate and
Assembly Mental Health Committees.
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S3670 (Brouk)/A4617 (Bronson) — Daniel’s Law — Known as Daniel’s Law, this legislation would provide for the
establishment of a well-trained, independent crisis response team to provide a public health, non-police response
and treatment for persons with mental health or substance use disorders who experience a crisis in communities
throughout the state. STATUS: The bills remained in the Senate and Assembly Mental Health Committees. NOTE:
The FY 2026-27 budget appropriated S8 million to support the expansion or creation of community behavioral
health crisis response pilot programs consistent with the Daniel’s Law Task Force Behavioral Health Crisis
Response report.

$10320 (Fahy)/A11424 (McDonald) — Regulatory Reform — The bill would establish a “portable clearance passport
credential” to alert participating state agencies of whether employees or prospective employees have been cleared
through the criminal history background check process. The Commissioner of the New York State Office of Children
and Family Services (OCFS) would coordinate this effort, in consultation with other affected state agencies. This
includes, in addition to OCFS, The Justice Center for the Protection of People with Special Needs, Department of
Health, Office of Mental Health, Office for People with Developmental Disabilities, the State Education Department,
or any other agency designated by the commissioner. STATUS: The Senate bill remained in the Senate Disabilities
Committee, while the Assembly bill remained in the Assembly Health Committee.

A8477 (Hunter)/S10540 (Parker) — Peer Support Program for Women Veterans — The legislation amends the New
York State Veterans’ Services Law to require New York State Division of Veterans’ Services to coordinate with other
agencies including the Office of Mental Health, Office of Addiction Services and Supports, the Department of Labor,
the Department of Civil Service, for to the development and implementation of a peer support program for women
veterans. STATUS: The bill (A8477) passed the Assembly unanimously and was referred to the Senate Rules
Committee. The Senate bill remained in the Senate Veterans Affairs and Homeland Security Committee.

V. Session Statistics

For those who keep track of
such things: Since January 1, Number of Bills Passed by Legislature
2025, the start of the 2-year
term of the Legislature through
Thursday, June 5, 2026, 21,334
bills were introduced. Of the
759 bills that passed both ¢

houses this year: 126 have been
signed into law, one has been ¢
vetoed, and 629 have not yet
been delivered to the Governor. = 4o
The total number of bills passed
this year, 759, which is the 20
lowest number since the
COVID-19 pandemic impacted 0

the 2026 Legislative Session, 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

according to an analysis

completed by NYPRIG. As a comparison, taking into account the same time period, 856 bills passed both houses in
2025, 805 bills in 2024, 839 in 2023, 1,007 in 2022, 892 in 2021, 414 in 2020, 935 in 2019, 641 in 2018, 606 in 2017,
618 in 2016, 718 bills in 2015, 658 in 2014, and 650 in 2013 (see chart above).
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