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Memorandum in Support
A.6799-B (Paulin)/S.8965-A (Rivera)

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to establishing a
drug-induced movement disorder screening education program.

The Mental Health Association in New York State, Inc. (MHANYS) strongly supports passage of
A.6799/5.8965-A, which would require the Commissioner of Health to establish a Drug-induced
Movement Disorder Screening Education Program. The Health Commissioner would be required
to consult with other state agency commissioners, including the Commissioner of Mental Health.
The purpose of this program would be to educate health care and mental health professionals
and the public about the importance of screening for involuntary drug-induced movement
disorders, developing standards for treatment, and reducing the stigma of such disorders.

Tardive dyskinesia (TD) is a common movement disorder that can develop when persons with
schizophrenia or other psychotic disorders are treated with antipsychotic medications. Symptoms
of TD can include involuntary movements of the face, lips, and tongue, and also may include
limbs and other parts of the body. These involuntary drug-induced movements often can result in
social stigma and lower quality of life.

An important aspect of clinical management of TD and other movement disorders is early
detection and preventive measures. Alternative medications can be prescribed or medications
can be titrated to help reduce or eliminate these side effects.

Because of the life altering consequences of involuntary, drug-induced body movements, it is
important that health care and mental health professionals, and the public, be aware of the
possible side effects of longer-term use of certain medications. We believe this bill will help to
ensure that appropriate actions will be taken to inform professionals and public to take precautions
to protect persons at risk.

For all of the aforementioned reasons MHANYS strongly supports A.6799/S.8965-A and urges
the Legislature to pass this bill into law. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this
legislation.
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